
What Goes Where? 
MIXED CONTAINERS

• Rigid plastics marked 1-7* – ex. yogurt containers, deli-style salad or soup containers, plastic 
clamshell-style food containers, etc.

• Plastic beverage bottles – ex. pop bottles, sports drink bottles, water bottles
• Aluminum beverage cans – ex. pop cans, energy drink cans
• Tin cans – ex. soup cans
• Tetrapaks – ex. juice boxes, non-dairy milk containers, soup containers
• Clamshell-style food containers – ex. clear plastic, black plastic, or Styrofoam
• Glass jars or bottles
• Styrofoam – ex. coffee cups, food containers (no large pieces)
• Hard plastic product packaging
• Plastic coffee-cup lids
• Plastic cutlery
• Aluminum foil
• Aluminum pie plates

COMPOST

• Food scraps, including meat, bones, and dairy
• Food-soiled paper or cardboard – ex. pizza boxes, wax paper, parchment paper, paper plates, 

napkins, cardboard take-out boxes or microwave meal boxes, coffee filters
• Wooden stir sticks or chopsticks
• Tea bags
• Used Kleenex
• Items marked compostable or biodegradable

GARBAGE 

• Snack wrappers, ex. granola bar, 
chocolate bar, candy wrappers

• Chip bags
• Soft plastics, ex. plastic food wrap (Saran 

Wrap), grocery, Ziploc, or other plastic 
bags

• Foil bags, ex. coffee bean bags
• Adhesive tape
• Laminated items

PAPER

• Office paper
• Newspaper
• Phone books
• Magazines
• Sticky/Post-It-Notes
• Glossy paper
• Junk mail
• Cardboard
• Poster board
• File folders
• Paper coffee cups and sleeves
• Empty cardboard dairy containers
• Paper towel (not food-soiled)
• Staples acceptable


