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Subject & Course No. Descriptive Title Semester Credits
F: Calendar Description: This course explores current issues and policies affecting children and their families from

historical, cultural and feminist perspectives. Through the sharing of critical incidents, students are encour aged to
examine and enhance their skillsin communicating with and supporting families.

G: Allocation of Contact Hours to Types of H: Course Prerequisites:
Instruction/L earning Settings ECED 211

Primary Methods of Instructional Delivery and/or

Learning Settings: . Course Corequisites:

L ecture\Practice 30 hours
Total hours 30 hours
J. Course for which this Course is a Prerequisite:
ECED 412
Number of Contact Hours: (per week / semester
for each descriptor)
K. Maximum Class Size:
30
Number of Weeks per Semester:
L: PLEASE INDICATE: *Block transfer to UVIC School of Child and Youth Care.
Non-Credit
X | College Credit Non-Transfer
College Credit Transfer: Requested Granted X
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M: Course Objectives/L earning Outcomes
A. Knowledge of Perspectives of Families

1. Family Systems - under stands and recognizes key elements about the natur e of families: familiesare
diversein patternsand structure; families have strengths; families are a unique system within the
context of other systems; and families are constantly changing.

2. Family-Centered Care - demonstrates an under standing that families areinvolved asinitiators,
primary decision makers, and information providersin a family-centered approach.
3. History and Philosophy - under stand the assumptions, practices and skillsembedded in the history

and philosophy of working in partnership with families.

B. Skillsin Perspectives of Families
1. Professional Skills - works cooperatively with children and family membersaslistener,
communicator, supporter, facilitator, guide and problem solver. Develops effective inter per sonal
skills.
2. Family Centered Care - appliesthe principles of the family-centered approach.
3. Inclusion - promotes opportunitiesfor children and families of different abilities, ethnicity, gender,

culture, age, and temper ament to grow together in an environment of mutual respect.

C. Attitudesin Perspectives of Families
1. Family Centered Care - acknowledgesthat families are of central importancein the child’slife, and
workstoward building a closerelationship between home and the early childhood setting.
2. Inclusion - believesin the equality of all peopleregardless of ability, ethnicity, sex, culture or
temper ament.
N: Course Content

Global ideas that guide the design and delivery of the course:

1. Early childhood educatorswork cooper atively with children and family membersaslistener, communicator,
supporter, facilitator, guide and problem solver. The development of effective skillsfor relating
interpersonally is essential to being a reflective practitioner.

2. Early childhood educator srecognize key elements about the nature of families: families are diversein patterns
and structure; families have strengths; families are a unique system within the context of other systems; and
families are constantly changing.

3. Therole of early childhood educator one facilitates collaboration with families at all levels of service provision.

4. Understanding and valuing diver sity meansthat all children and families are encouraged to develop their full
potential and are appreciated for their individual giftsand abilities, culture, race, gender ethnicity, age, and
social class.

5. Early childhood education hasalong, rich tradition of parent involvement. The early childhood educator is
knowledgeable about the history and philosophy of working in partnership with families.

O: Methods of Instruction

S Lecture
S Class discussion

S Videos
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P: Textbooks and Materials to be Purchased by Students:
(Use Bibliographic Form):
T.B.A.

Q:  Meansof Assessment

1. Adherenceto college evaluation policy regarding number and weighting of evaluations, i.e., a cour se of three
credits or more should include at least five separ ate evaluations.

2. A combination of evaluation instrumentsthat includes opportunitiesfor studentsto demonstrate different ways
of knowing, i.e., oral, individual, group, narrative, resear ch.

3. A developmental approach to evaluation that is sequenced and progressive.

4. Evaluation being used as a teaching and learning tool for both students and instructors.

5. Commitment to student participation in evaluation through such processes as self and peer evaluation,
participation in instrument design and program/instructor evaluation.

R: Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition: specify whether courseis open for PLAR

Thiscourseisavailablefor PLAR.

Course Designer(s): Carol Ebner Howorth Education Council/Curriculum Committee Representative

Dean: Jan Lindsay Registrar:

© Douglas College. All Rights Reserved.



