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Strong Start: Academics 101
Fall 2021



Agenda
• Programs vs. Courses
• Admission requirements 
• Program requirements
• Assessments
• MyPath
• Grades
• Change of Programs
• Resources
• Advising Services 
• Q & A (Not recorded)



Programs vs. Courses

Programs:
combination of courses and 
requirements that lead to a 
credential (certificate, 
diploma, degree)

Courses: 
classes offered that are taken 
in series and combinations 
make up a program

https://www.douglascollege.ca/programs https://www.douglascollege.ca/courses

https://www.douglascollege.ca/programs
https://www.douglascollege.ca/courses


Programs

https://www.douglascollege.ca/international-students/prospective-students/programs

Click the tabs to see different 
types of  programs offered for 
international students

The list of programs under this category. 

You can see whether the program is eligible for co-op. 
You can also see the available intakes for each 
program. If there is no indication, that means the 
program accepts students every semester

This page provides a list of programs that are available for international students.

https://www.douglascollege.ca/international-students/prospective-students/programs


Courses

• Overview
• Evaluation methods
• Requisites
• Transferability
• Course offerings 

(current and future 
semesters)

Heads up 
Important for 
course planning. 
We will go over 
this too



Admissions vs. Program Requirements

Admission 
Requirements Guidelines

Program 
(graduation) 

Requirements 



Admission Requirements

Open Enrolment: 
no limit on the number of 
students

Limited Enrolment:
a limit on the number of 
students and competitive entry



Admission Requirements



Guidelines

Guideline:
• Your first semester in a program 

decides the guideline you can follow.
• Program requirements section show 

the current guideline. 



Program (Graduation) Requirements

Specific requirements for the program
• Grade, GPA
• Residential requirements
• Required courses, Electives
• Upper-level requirements
• Notes 
• UT courses (UBCV, UBCO, UNBC, 

UVIC, SFU)
• Practicum/Internship

Don’t forget to scroll…

Current program requirements



Program (Graduation) Requirements
…down



Program (Graduation) Requirements

IMPORTANT notice. 
Keep checking back on your 
program page for updates and 
changes.



Course Requirements – Requisites

Click the “requisites tab”

Pre-requisite:
Specific requirements to take the course.

To register for a course, you either have 
completed the pre-requisite or taking the 
pre-requisite course currently.

It is like a ladder



Course Requirements – Requisites

Co-requisite:
Specific course you have to take at the 
same time as PHYS 1110



Course Requirements – Requisites

Equivalencies:
CSIS 1110 is equivalent to CSIS 1190. You 
cannot take both and use both towards 
graduation  



Assessments

English

• Computer-based 
English assessment

Math

• Math 11 Exemption
• Pre-calculus 

Placement 
• Computer-based 

Program Readiness

• Commerce and 
Business Readiness 
Assessment (CBAR) 

• PSYC 2300 Readiness

Individual assessment test info: https://www.douglascollege.ca/current-students/register-programscourses/canadian-
students/assessment-testing/individual-test-information 
Math assessment advice: https://www.douglascollege.ca/current-students/register-programscourses/canadian-
students/assessment-testing/math-assessment-advice
Assessment Testing: https://www.douglascollege.ca/future-students/admission-information/assessment-
testing/assessment-testing

https://www.douglascollege.ca/current-students/register-programscourses/canadian-students/assessment-testing/individual-test-information
https://www.douglascollege.ca/current-students/register-programscourses/canadian-students/assessment-testing/math-assessment-advice
https://www.douglascollege.ca/future-students/admission-information/assessment-testing/assessment-testing


MyPath

 Catalogue term for the program guideline
 Program GPA
 Cumulative GPA
 Residency requirements
 Courses completed or in-progress courses 
 Courses not used towards your current program
 Grades not met 
 “What if” function
 “Future Classes” function

myPath tutorial videos: https://www.douglascollege.ca/current-students/advising-services/mypath

https://www.douglascollege.ca/current-students/advising-services/mypath


MyPath Example



MyPath Example



MyPath Example



MyPath Example



MyPath Example – What-if program change



MyPath Example – What-if course planning



Grades

Grading policy 
• What is GPA?
• How your final grades are calculated
• What percentage you should achieve for each letter grade
• Refer to the each course outline for how your course work is evacuated 
https://www.douglascollege.ca/sites/default/files/docs//Grading%20Policy.pdf

GPA Calculator (under Course Planning Resources)
https://www.douglascollege.ca/current-students/advising-services/course-
strategy  

https://www.douglascollege.ca/sites/default/files/docs/Grading%20Policy.pdf
https://www.douglascollege.ca/current-students/advising-services/course-strategy


Grades

Improve GPA? Repeat the course;

But max 2 attempts; need to repeat 3rd time? Request to repeat a course.

Mark your Calendars:
Withdrawal “W” 
deadline:
Monday, Nov 8, 2021

https://www.douglascollege.ca/sites/default/files/docs/reg-office-register-canadian-students/21Aug2020%20Request%20to%20Repeat%20a%20Course%20Form.Final_.pdf


Grades
 Not sure how you are doing in the class?

• Talk to your instructor

• If you need tutoring, you can get help at Learning Centre
• Student Services offers time management workshop or one-on-one 

meeting on self-management skills
 GPA-based registration priority system

• The higher CGPA, the earlier registration timeslot (starting from your 
second semester).

• https://www.douglascollege.ca/current-students/register-
programscourses/international-students/registration-faqs

• Probation (CGPA falls below 1.50) vs. Academic Alert (between 1.50 and 
1.99)

https://www.douglascollege.ca/student-services/student-support/tutoring/learning-centre
https://www.douglascollege.ca/international-students/current-international-students/international-student-workshops
https://www.douglascollege.ca/student-services/student-support/counselling/contact-us-counselling
https://www.douglascollege.ca/current-students/register-programscourses/international-students/registration-priority-faq
https://www.douglascollege.ca/current-students/register-programscourses/international-students/registration-faqs


Change of Program
Things to consider:

• Why/how did you choose your initial program?

• Why do you want to change your program?

• Do you meet the admission requirements for your 
target program?

• What kind of career do you want to pursue after 
graduation?

• Is it an effective way to get around challenging 
courses?

• Did you check the target program page (overview, 
admission, graduation requirements, etc.)?

• Will you waste some credits that you have taken 
or currently taking? Did you check myPath?

• Would that jeopardize my immigration plans?

• When is the deadline to change program? 

•myCareer – career 
options

•Career Centre
•Career counselling

•Before deadline
•After deadline

•Program page
•Each course page
•Information session
•“What if” on myPath 

•After careful thought
•Legit reason 

Reason Program 
Information

CareerDeadline



Resources
• Learning Centre 
https://guides.douglascollege.ca/thelearningcentre/home
• Counseling and Student Services 
https://www.douglascollege.ca/student-services/student-support/counselling
• Career Centre 
https://www.douglascollege.ca/student-services/career-centre
• Office of Student Support and Conduct
https://www.douglascollege.ca/student-services/support/student-support-and-conduct
• Enrolment Services Office 
https://www.douglascollege.ca/study-at-douglas/register/canadian-students/registrars-office-hours
• New and Returning Students (international students)
https://www.douglascollege.ca/study-at-douglas/international-students/current-students
• Dates and Deadlines
https://www.douglascollege.ca/programs-courses/general-information/dates-and-deadlines
• MyPath
https://www.douglascollege.ca/student-services/mypath

https://guides.douglascollege.ca/thelearningcentre/home
https://www.douglascollege.ca/student-services/student-support/counselling
https://www.douglascollege.ca/student-services/career-centre
https://www.douglascollege.ca/student-services/support/student-support-and-conduct
https://www.douglascollege.ca/study-at-douglas/register/canadian-students/registrars-office-hours
https://www.douglascollege.ca/study-at-douglas/international-students/current-students
https://www.douglascollege.ca/programs-courses/general-information/dates-and-deadlines
https://www.douglascollege.ca/student-services/mypath


Strong Start: Upcoming Workshops

https://www.douglascollege.ca/international-students/current-international-students/international-
student-workshops

https://www.douglascollege.ca/international-students/current-international-students/international-student-workshops


Academic Advising Services
• Contact us through our website: 

https://www.douglascollege.ca/international-students/current-
international-students/advising-services  

• Drop-in advising via Zoom (Meeting ID: 632 0617 8945)
• 15-20 minutes per student
• sign-in 10 minutes before each drop-in session

• appointments available by request. Please check above link for more info.

Advising Schedule 
is Subject to 

Change

https://www.douglascollege.ca/international-students/current-international-students/advising-services
https://douglascollege-ca.zoom.us/j/63206178945


Thank you!
See you at the next workshop.



Questions?
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